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 As we finished our On-going Workshop, I was grateful to God for our Province,  
members, diversity and our common mission.  
 
 Some of you might remember in studies the three Cosmological Principles:  
I was reminded of them during these days of reflection: 
 

1. Diversity is the key to the ongoing evolution of the universe.  
2. The universe is not a static place, it is ongoing, unfolding, and emerging. 
3. The universe is an emergent sequence of irreversible transformations.  
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 Now if cosmology is correct, and there is star dust in us, (Our history, our body, our  
Mission, Life) then this applies to us. We are ongoing, unfolding, emerging event. This 
body  is an emergent sequence of irreversible transformations, as is our history and our 
mission. Diversity is the key to ongoing evolution of Mission. 
 
 Fr. Arnold reminds us that Mission is LIFE, it lives, evolves, dies, changes. 
Missionary Life is a LIFE, it is not about a ministry, it is not about the Church. It is a life 
lived in the Church, but for the LIFE OF THE UNIVERSE. It is for the life of the world.  
Some phrases stand out from the workshop: The Vision of our founding fathers: Going 
from maintenance to Mission: Existential Peripheries: Our Name is our Mission,  
‘Laudato Si’.  God’s Mission is our Mission: 
 
 The Great work is to know the time we are in now, how to be in relationship with 
the planet (Laudato Si), with our religious missionary vocation:  know the organic nature 
of it. The great work before us is a role given to us, not chosen. The nobility of our lives is 
this, depends upon the way we come to understand and fulfill our assigned role.  
Desiring to be faithful and hopeful that what is ours to do is part of this great work that is 
from God. His Life is our life, His Mission is our mission. 

 

“...everything has a right to be recognized and 
revered. Trees have tree rights, insects have insect 
rights, rivers have river rights, and mountains 
have mountain rights.”      (Thomas Berry, “The 
Great Work,” in The Great Work, 5). 

 

“The present is not a time for desperation but for hopeful activity.”      (Thomas Berry, 
“The Meadow Across the Creek,” in The Great Work, 19). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Incardination 
 
       Five years have passed since the incardination “ad experimentum” of Fr. Bernard    
Kwame Assenyoh’s in the Diocese of Oakland, USA.  
 
 Can. 693 states: “A member cleric who is received experimentally, he is incardinated into 
the diocese by the law itself after five years have passed, unless the bishop has refused him.” 
Since the Ordinary of the Diocese has not refused Fr. Assenyoh before five years have passed,  
Fr. Assenyoh has been automatically (ipso facto) incardinated fully into the Diocese of Oakland.  
 
 The Provincial Superior has reminded the Bishop of Oakland of this canon and has re-
quested  a copy of the Decree of incardination in order to formally close his case.  
 
 

    Theme for the Next General Chapter  
 
 The Provincial Council debated the possible theme for the next General Chapter as  
requested by the Generalate some months ago. We suggested to re-focus on re-evangelization in 
the context of a post-pandemic world of doing things differently.  By means of what we have 
learnt from the past two years, what we can do differently, what new tools are there. As we feel 
we have been using some of the same tools for far too long and the pandemic taught us that they 
are outdated, while at the same time resurrecting our rich legacy.  

          Develop new skills as SVD missionaries, fresh approach, as we identify the new peripheries     
today, reading the signs of the time and pushing the boundaries as did our founder Fr. Arnold.  

 
 
              Some photos taken 
            during our Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      Our Rich Legacy ….. 
                       
                          
                             An SVD Missionary parish 

 
 
 



 

   From the Provincial Council 
 

  * The PanAm  Zonal Assembly was held at the 
end of July last via Zoom during three days. Fr. Navil 
D Silva (Ecuador) was elected as the new Zonal Coor-
dinator & Fr. Joao Bautista Oliveira (Brazil) was elect-
ed President. Since then the three Provincials from the 
northern sub-zone appointed Fr. Siprianus Ola as Co-
ordinator of the dimensions of the Northern Sub-
Zone.  
 
 * The Provincial Council in its last session on the 
21st of September also nominated Fr. Siprianus Ola to 
be  the Mission Secretary of our province. We are 
awaiting the official appointment from Rome.  
 
 * Fr. Gus Wall informed the council of his partic-
ipation in the Conference of Major Superiors of Men  
(CMSM) via Zoom . It was held virtually on the 3rd and 4th of August. The theme was ‘Wake up 
the World’.  Based on Pope Francis challenge to religious to be special witnesses of doing, acting 
and living, to be prophets going to the margins to transform our secular world. How do we 
‘wake up the world’ in changing times? 
 
 * The Archbishop of Houston Galveston is requesting  the southern province of the SVD to 
seriously consider staffing a third parish in the Archdiocese. He has invited the provincial to  
visit some parishes in the greater Houston area. Both the Provincial and Vice-Provincial will  
visit a number of parishes towards the end of October.  

 
 * Fr. Brendan Murphy has 
been transferred for retirement 
from St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 
Fort Worth to the residence at Bay 
St. Louis from the middle of  
October.   
 Brendan has given of  
himself in every way and has 
spent himself for the love of the 
people wherever he has been. We 
thank you Brendan sincerely and 
want that you have the best care 
and support for a happy  
retirement. Welcome to the Bay, 
brother.  
 

 
 



 

 Up-Dates 
 
 *  It was wonderful to have practically all our under 55’s and some seniors for our SVD 
On-going Formation Workshop here at the Bay on the week of the 27th of September. We got 
insights into our History as to how the southern province came about; a summary of the 
Document on ‘Becoming a Missionary Parish’  & input on Pope Francis’s  
‘Existential Peripheries’. Our expositors were inspiring and amazing. Thank you brothers. 
 
 As usual there was time to celebrate  our diversity, youthfulness and the blessing God 
has given us in a community of brothers with a common mission. Thank you sincerely to one 
and all.   
 
 * Fr. Anil Thomas will rejoin the community at Bay St. Louis as from the 9th of October 
after time in Washington convalescing and receiving support.  
 
 * Fr. Walter Bracken was admitted to hospital on Thursday the 30th of October as he 
hadn't been well for a few days. Not thank God he is regaining his strength and will be will be 
joining the community very soon again. Let us keep Walter in our prayers.    

 

 

 October Birthday’s  
  
 01 - Father Tarsisius Andreas Puling, SVD  
 02 - Father Michael Long Vu, SVD  
 05- Father Clifton Labbe, SVD  
 08 - Fr. Michael Somers, SVD 
 08 - Father Darryl Kelly, SVD  
 10 - Father Borgia Aubespin, SVD  
 13 - Brother James Heeb, SVD  
 14 - Father Paul Kahan, SVD   
 15 - Father Joseph Dang, SVD  
 15 - Father Dilip Kumar Soreng, SVD  
 20 - Father Joseph Dao Vu, SVD  
 21 - Father Emanuel Riroin Tanu, SVD  
 21 - Father Francis X. Tri Thien Tran, SVD  
 22 - Father Eric Groner, SVD  
  

 
 

  October Death Anniversaries 
  
 13 - Father Frank Charles, SVD                                     We remember our  
 16 - Father Elmer Powell, SVD                                         deceased brothers & 
 27 - Father Donald Lee Murrin, SVD                               let us pray for their soul ...     
 
 


