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 July 4, 2020 

 From the desk of the Provincial 

Where we’re coming from and where we’re 
going! Our Vision for the future … 

As we prepare 
and celebrate 
our 100 years 
b e t w e e n 
Greenville and 
St. Augustine’s 
Seminary over 
the next three 
years, I would 
invite everyone to embark on a journey of  
discernment individually and collectively as 
we discern a vision for the future, discus-
sions marking the difference between carry-
ing on and hanging on. 

The major question for us today is discern-
ing what needs to be kept if we are to stay 
faithful to who we are -SVD Southern Prov-
ince – and what we need to let go of if we 
want to respond to the signs of the time. We 
are talking about values that never change 
rather than customs and ways of old.  

Tradition is clearly not about holding on to 
the past forms of it. It is about holding on to 
the roots of a common purpose while we 
prune some of its dead limbs.  

Southern Province of St. Augustine 

It is about listening again to the hard-won 
wisdom of past generations before us and 
making it real in our own time.  

 Its about bringing new life from a shared 
vision. It’s not the actual way things were 
done in the past that count. That’s simply 
traditionalism. Its why we do what we do 
that is of the essence of tradition. We must 
be free to accept the grace of change, to go 
beyond ourselves into the mind of God for 
the world and make ourselves a living part 
of it.  

Tradition is passing on the values and the 
purpose of life that counts rather than 
clinging to its past forms. Our founding 
generation free us from having to reinvent 
all the wheels  of life, we   must tap into     
that wisdom. 

We don’t lose ourselves, rather we discern 
in community to become our best selves 
while we enable everybody else there to 
become their best selves, too. As Aristotle 
said, “the whole is greater than the sum of 
its parts”. We come together to find what 
we ourselves lack and become part of the 
vision, the tradition, that is at the heart of 
the group itself.  
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Our communities  are the world in micro-

cosm. It’s  there that  we  can see  the  value  

of tradition and the depth of communal wis-

dom. Dynamic districts and provinces shake 

off the dry leaves of the past. They prune the 

tree of the tradition over and over again so 

that in every age it lives on. Being pruned we 

always adapt to the soil in which we are 

planted.  

There is no room for complacency, for the 
worship of the past, for the fear of the fu-
ture.  

 Second Wave of Transfers: 

As some members have already travelled to  their new  destinations, the  Council  met  to fi-

nalize the    following transfers … 

 Fr. Jim Pawlicki: Archives at the Bay                                                                                        

Jim will work on transferring to digital form many materials so as to have them readily 

available for use for Power Points, Film clips and other presentations especially over the 

next  three years 100  celebrations. There is an impressive  amount of material     and re-

sources and if Jim does not do it, we fear it could be lost forever.  

 Fr. Nick Hien Nguyen: Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lafayette LA                     

Welcome to the Province Nick and very happy to have you.  

From August 1st  

 Fr. Siprianus Ola Rotok: Pastor St. Rita, Fort Wort TX 

 Fr. Eric Groner: Pastor St. Peter, Pine Bluff. AR 

 Fr. Peter Phong N: Pastor St Joseph, Dayton TX 

 Fr. Andreas Kedati: Pastor Immaculate Conception, Indianola MS 

 Fr. Ryszard Zawadzki: Pastor St. Joseph, Broussard LA  

 Fr. Thomas James: In Residence St. Paul the Apostle Church, Lafayette LA 

It’s exactly here and now where we can our-

selves become the tradition and seed the fu-

ture with the wisdom of its past because liv-

ing things are meant to grow, not to fossilize. 

Let us with gratitude to those who have gone 

before us face the future with renewed hope.  

After the new District Superiors are elected, 

we will begin a process that will conclude in 

a Provincial Assembly that hopefully gives di-

rectives as to where we want to go as a Prov-

ince in the coming years. 
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 From September 1st  

 Fr. Benignus Wego: Chaplain of Benedictine Hospital and Convent at Jonesboro AR. 

From January 1st, 2021 

 Fr. Rick Andrus: Pastor St Anthony, Lafayette LA 

 Fr. Clifton Labbe: In Residence (Lafayette District) & Coordinator of Immigration Proce-

dures. 

 Fr. Borgia Aubespin: In Residence St Augustine’s, Bay St Louis, MS  

People on the move 

Thank  you sincerely to  all those  who over  the past  month  

have  been   approached regarding transfers. I appreciate your 

openness and your honesty as we had many good discussions. 

It is never easy to gather our belongings and move on, but it is 

also part of who we are. Thank you sincerely guys.  

Leaving the Diocese of Lake Charles 

Aware of the transfer of Fr. Dismas to the Bay, Bishop Provost announced that he would be 

taking back the parish under the administration of a diocesan priest.  Being the only parish in 

the diocese we decided to follow up on a  request from the Dioceses of Little Rock for a 

Chaplain, so that Fr. Beni would not be on his own.  Therefore, since we are no longer   

needed, we will keep our options open as we discern any new ministries or parishes in other 

dioceses. 
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 Visit to Arkansas-Mississippi District 

In spite of the consequences of Covid19 our guys are in good spirits and enthusiastically en-

gaged with their parishioners  through  creative and      dynamic ways by means of Live-

streaming, YouTube videos, parish websites and Facebook.  One confrere makes it a point of 

calling by phone 10 parishioners every day, checking in on them as he says to make sure they 

are safe and healthy.   It means so much when people and especially the     elderly feel they 

are been thought of and are cared for. They in turn make sure to take care of the needs of the 

Church and feel they are part of the family. Great work guys. 

 Car Insurance 

As you probably have noticed the car insurance this 

year has taken a hike upwards.     The Christian  

Brothers Risk Pooling Trust say the increase is due 

to our Auto        Liability loss history, in order to be 

covered we need to pay more. Let’s drive safely and 

securely for our own health and the well-being of 

others.  

House Council for St. Augustine’s Residence  

The Provincial Council approved 

 Fr. Joseph Dang: Praeses 

 Br. David Nikins Vice-Praeses 

 Fr. Walter Bracken Councilor 
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Election of District Superiors  

Now that the transfers are known we would 

ask each district to proceed with the election 

of the District Superior and Council for this 

Triennium. Please do so mindful of a process 

we are about to begin of discernment and    

visioning for our province. Key players will 

be the District Superiors to facilitate a number 

of sessions in preparation for a Provincial        

Assembly. 

 

Next Provincial Council Meeting: 

            July 21st at the Bay. 

 

      

July Birthdays 

 

10— Fr. Joseph Sai Tran, SVD 

10— Fr. Alfred Ayem, SVD  

12— Fr. Michael Moody, SVD  

14—Fr. Ryszard Zawadzki, SVD  

31—Fr. Justin Arockiasamy, SVD  

 

10— Fr. Vincent Theobald, SVD  

15— Fr. John La Bauve, SVD  

17— Fr. E Harold Perry, SVD  

18— Fr. Peter de Boer, SVD  

18— Fr. Joseph D. Simon, SVD  

21— Fr. John Sheerin, SVD  

24— Fr. Gerald Lewis, SVD  

28— Fr. Arthur Winters, SVD  

28— Fr. Peter Smits, SVD  

30— Fr. Alvin Dixon, SVD  

 


