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 July 24th, 2020 

Southern Province of St. Augustine 

From the desk of the Provincial 

How do we embody Pope Francis’ model of 

church as-field-hospital amid the coronavirus 

pandemic or will the pandemic fundamentally 

change how we do and are church in the future? 

While much of 

humanity is 

forced to face 

what the desert 

monks of the 

f o u r t e e n t h 

century with 

the European 

p l a g u e s 

described as acedia.  (Psalm 91), acedia was 

defined as a sense of restlessness, spiritual unease 

and an urge to escape the harsh routines of 

monastic life and they had no Netflix.  

While been forced to stay still is a breeding 

ground for depression and boredom, we can also 

look towards those monks for inspiration. 

Monastic living is established with a routine and 

for a good reason. Times are set aside for morning 

prayer, mealtimes, afternoon prayer and work, 

taking a walk, reading a book, as there is nothing 

like simple pleasures.  

When the demons lurk the monks suggest 

prayerful reading of the psalms. Spirituality can 

suffice the most mundane of tasks for those forced 

to stay home and live as hermits. Pandemic season 

is not an easy time for a busy society to learn the 

art of quiet and reflection, there is no place to run 

to. If this pandemic is the only war that this 

generation has been asked to fight, let us do so 

diligently and without complacency. No more 

than anybody else with Facebook, Zoom, YouTube 

we too can have the church and liturgy we believe 

in without ever leaving our home. Yet Pope Francis 

believes in smelling like sheep. That is the local 

community, where you show up to worship with 

people who are not like you, but to whom you are 

connected as members of the one body of Christ. 

Field-hospital is caring especially for the infirm, 

the sick, the lonely, it is a hands-on approach, it is 

personable and empathetic. We should be worried 

about what will be lost when we choose the 

church, the community we prefer or a virtual one 

over the one down the street.  

Tri-Province Appointments 

Bro. Daniel Holman – Mission Office Director for 

USC, USS & USW 

Fr. Dennis Callan – Tri-Province Superior 

Delegate 

New ID Cards 

The new ID cards will be sent out to each 

confrere from August 1st. Like the last ones they 

will be valid for a two-year period.  
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Purchasing a New Church 

In the midst of all the talk of dwindling 

communities and closing churches, our confrere: 

Fr. Chien X. Dinh has just received permission 

from Bishop Parkes (Bishop of St. Petersburg FL) to 

purchase a Church formally an Anglican Church. 

This will accommodate and give independence to 

his growing vibrant Vietnamese Mission in Tampa. 

Up to now Fr. Chien has had to share a physical 

space and parish with the “Latin” community and 

Pastor, juggling many activities including mass 

times etc. 

Thanks to his enthusiasm and dedication, Bishop 

Parkes has given him full confidence to raise the 

funds and buy the church. See below his new 

church, gym and classrooms. 

Congratulations Fr. Chien and may you and your 

Vietnamese be richly blessed.  

District Superiors 

A reminder to send the nominations for the New 

District Superiors to the Provincialate before the 

next Council meeting by the 18th of August. Also, I 

would invite the District Superiors to avail of the 

reflections sent out on the 21st of July for your 

district meeting and sharing.  

New Assignment 

We welcome the First Assignment to our province 

of: Frt. PHAM, Hai Ngoc Joseph. Joseph did 

his CTP here some years ago and we are delighted 

that he will be joining us again after his ordination. 

Welcome Joseph.  

We also welcome Fr. Dilip Kumar Soreng who 

has been just transferred from MEX to the USS 

Province. Fr. Dilip is from India and has worked 

for over ten years in Mexico. Welcome Dilip. 

 

A Mission Response to COVID-19 

Please see below a short flashback reflection 

written by our very own Fr. Benignus Wego, SVD. 

Beautiful reflection and well written, thank you 

Beni. I hope this would encourage more confreres 

to share your experiences, initiatives, successes 

and challenges with the rest of us. It is always 

refreshing and draws us closer to each other.  

Next Provincial Council Meeting: 

August 18th at the Bay. 
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Date Names  

03 Fr. Ludger Jessing, SVD  

20 Fr. Brendan Murphy, SVD  

26 Fr. Agustinus Seran, SVD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Names  

12 Fr. John Gasper, SVD  

28 Fr. William Kelley, SVD  

 

 

 

 

Prayer List for our Sick  
• Brendan Murphy who had a light stroke. 

• Fr. Leon Ngandu's Mom diagnosed with cancer: Mrs. Agnes Mwika.  

• Our elderly and isolated confreres at this time:  

 Fr. Raymond Jones 

 Fr. Michael Moody  

 Fr. Malcom O' Leary. 


