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Since the Celebration of the 
100th Anniversary in Greenville 
has been cancelled, let us follow
-up with something we can do 

… It would be great if we could 
meet on a district level to 
celebrate, have a family feast and 
to celebrate with our jubilarians 
since we cannot do it as a 
Province. I would invite and 
encourage the new district 
superiors therefore to take the 
initiative in organizing a get    
together and to celebrate with 
our jubilarians this 8th of 
September.  
 
Mike Sucharski states that this is 

no Ordinary 100th Anniversary. 
It is an anniversary that changed 
forever the face of the Catholic 
Church in the United States and 
the work of the SVD's in the 
south. 
 
100 Years ago, our German 
SVD's working primarily in the 
US South...reading the signs of 
the times, were quoted as 
saying, "That, if our Mission Work 
amongst the African/American's 
would succeed, they would have to 
have their own priests/Brothers and 
Sisters", how true that was. 
 
Mike says he would hate to miss 
this great opportunity to 
Celebrate and Blow our own 
trumpet as a Society that opened 
the doors to the Priesthood to 
many African/Americans. 
 
He suggests the following: 
 
1.) That on that weekend closest 
to September 8th we celebrate in 
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our own Parishes what this 100th 
Anniversary means. Many of our people 
might NOT even know, that the Seminary 
began in Greenville/ MS. We could read 
or publish the Letter from Pius Xll (see 
letter attached). 
 
2.) Second weekend to name the First 
Four SVD African/American Priests, 
(Fathers Anthony Bourges, Maurice Rousseve, 

Vincent Smith and Francis Wade) also, the 1st 
SVD Brothers. Perhaps a good weekend 
to invite all the single men, without 
children to stand, and pray for Vocations. 
 
3.) To remind ourselves, that because of 
St. Augustine Seminary, the SVD in the 
name of the Church was fighting against 
Racism: Racism, that is still very present 
in the Church and in the United States 
today. 
 

4.) Many of our Church Elders talk about 
the Retreats, that were once held at St. 
Augustine's. Times have changed, but 
maybe it's time to recapture that spirit of 
those old days and promote our Retreat 
Centre and make more use of it. 
5.) To consider, visiting more our Retired 
and shut-in members who have weathered 
the storm. 
 

LASTLY, Mike quoated what Father 
Anthony Bourgess told him, when he 
was a Baby priest....  "Years ago, the 
SVD's took a risk, and was the Headlights for 
the Church, BUT in these last few years, we 
have become the taillight".  I pray, that 
with this 100th Celebration, that Father 
Bourgess dreamed of being a Head 
Light would once again become a 
reality. And that we would be blessed 
with a harvest of New African/
American Priests/ Brothers and 
Sisters.... 

 
...Once, a mother asked her son, what he 
thought of the New Black Priest.?? 
MOM, he Looks like me, He Talks like 
me...???" 
 
......WHO KNOWS, this simple 
reminder may be a blessing we should not 
let pass bye. 
Thank you, Mike, for your thoughts and 
reflection.   
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Greenville, Opening of the Seminary in September 1920 
The first students arrived in 

Greenville in September of 1920. 

Others came at different times 

during the year. At the close of the 

first school year there were 16 

students among whom were three of 

the first four ordained in 1934. 

Father Christman was rector, 

prefect, and teacher in the seminary 

while still remaining pastor of the 

parish (note that there was no official 

date for beginning). 

Father James Wendel, SVD was an ardent proponent of having a “colored priesthood” Here 

is one quote from the “Colored Messenger” which he published. It says: 

“Our slogan: A colored Priesthood for the 

colored. The devil knows what is in store 

for him. That is why we have so much 

difficulty to get colored priests. 

Nevertheless, we shall have them.” 

An interesting incident in Wendel’s life points 

to his outspoken personality. 

Sources are lacking to say anything definite 

about Fr. Wendel. Where he appears, he 

shows himself to be a choleric person of a 

fighting nature. Self-assured and determined, 

he insists on his demands which make him 

feared by friend and foe. One day, when he 

was informed that in the Baptist church, 

some hundred meters from the Catholic 
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mission station, there was a White man preaching and slandering the Catholic Church, 

he immediately went over. Since there is freedom of speech in these sects, he 

demanded to be heard. A hearty discussion developed, for which the Protestant speaker 

was not prepared, As some men approached to remove the disturbing priest from the 

church, he proudly shouted at them: "I came freely and I'll leave God's house freely." 

Here is an excerpt from one of his letters that reads as follows: 

“Prejudice reaches even into the Church and before we can achieve anything in the Colored 

missions, we will have to convert the Bishops and priests. About the main issue that of a colored 

clergy: some Bishops went so far as to say it wasn’t prudent to ordain colored priests. The American 

Bishops were in favor of petitioning Rome for married deacons. We ignored the suggestion and 

laughed at it; and then these prelates realized what nonsense they were speaking. They came to see 

that colored priests are absolutely necessary. For the time being such priests would have to live in a 

religious community since prejudice of the native American and Irish priests is too strong.” 

New District Superiors 
The Provincial Council, at its meeting on August 18th, 2020 reviewed the nominations 

from each of the districts and made the following appointments:  

Arkansas-Mississippi District  - Fr. Alfred Ayem 

Louisiana District    - Fr. Rick Andrus 

Texas District    - Fr. Justin Arockiasamy 

North Texas District   - Fr. Bart Jasilek 

Florida      -         Fr. Paschal Chester                           

 

Coordinators: 

Mission Secretary     Fr. Dismas Mauk 

Biblical Coordinator   - Fr. Siprianus Ola Rotok 

J&P and Integrity of Creation Cor. - Fr. Arockiam Arockiam 

Congratulations to all and thank you for your openness and 

services 
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Did you know? 
That the daily Schedule in 1877 of St. Michael’s Mission House-Steyl presented on April 

30th of that same year by Fr. Arnold was the following:  

4.10: Rising  

4.30: Morning Prayer, Meditation, I Holy Mass  

5.00: II Holy Mass  

5.30: Silentium (silence)  

7.00: Breakfast  

7.15: Free time (house cleaning)  

8.00: Classes  

10.15: Free time (walking about until 10.30)  

11.00: Mondays and Wednesdays mathematics 

class  

11.55: Particular Examen  

12.00: Lunch, afterwards adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament  

12.30: Various things until 3.30  

3.30: Afternoon Coffee  

3.45: Silentium (strictum) - Strict Silence  

4.15: II Latin Class  

5.00: Free time (Cleaning of shoes)  

5.20: Silentium (strictum)  

7.15: Evening meal, afterwards free time (cleaning of shoes for group II)  

8.15: Evening devotions, evening prayer and retiring  

9.45: Locking up the house. Students between 17 and 20 are allowed to stay up until 

9.30 and those who are 20 years until 9.45 (Bornemann, Einige der ersten Bewohner 

des Missionshauses). (Some of the first residents of the mission house, Verbum vol. 4, 

1962, p. 343).  

Also on April 30, 1877 Fr. Arnold dictated a timetable for the classes of the whole week. 

It contained a special Sunday schedule order; furthermore, an afternoon schedule which 
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was different for the individual weekdays. On October 15, 1877, together with the 

timetable for the winter semester, a new daily schedule was introduced which began 

with “rising at 4.35” (ibid.). Fr. Nikolaus Blum, who after Fr. Arnold’s death became his 

first successor, found it very difficult to accept these many changes. In his own words: 

“Very difficult for me was his [Fr. Arnold’s] great unreliability, that is his great love of 

changes, be it in studies, be it in the daily schedule. There was no day of which you 

were sure. What today was proclaimed as order, tomorrow was no longer suitable. I 

always had a great love for order and that I did not find here…. However, Fr. Rector 

had also first to learn and that excused him very much (ibid. p. 344). Fr. Arnold was 

considered a strict man. However, Fr. Bornemann adds, the students “and already the 

beginners knew of his soft spots. The following undated report verifies this… When 

Steger who did poorly in learning did not know how to give an answer, Holthausen 

whispered to him: ‘Köbes [nickname], start crying.’ Then they knew that the Rector 

would become merciful” (ibid.). editor: Jürgen Ommerborn SVD ■ Arnold Janssen 

Sekretariat Steyl. 

 

Next Provincial Council Meeting: 

September 22nd at the Bay. 

 

 

Dreams could not be destroyed by Racism in the Society and in the Church 

( Tom Mullally, SVD)  
 Pastor of Sacred Heart Church, Greenville, MS 

 

Our provincial Fr. Mike Somers asked me to write a reflection on the opening of the 

first seminary for African Americans in our country. 

In my office here at Sacred Heart I have the picture of the twelve young men who 

ventured to Greenville in September 1920.  I look at those young men along with their 
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Christman SVD and I see 

h o p e ,  c o u r a g e , 

determination and deep 

abiding faith. These young 

men coming from various 

parts of our nation had 

dreams that could not be 

destroyed by racism in 

society and in their 

Church.  

Many of them most likely 

had to go to Holy 

Communion, Confession 

last and had to sit in a separate part of the Church. Yet they dream that one day they could 

be a priest that could preach God’s Word, and say the words of Jesus this is my body and 

this is my blood. No one could destroy their dream that was planted by the Holy Spirit 

who urged them to follow their dreams. They heard about this seminary and they told 

their parents that they wanted to travel to the cotton fields of the Delta of MS. I wonder 

what their parents said or felt?  

Of all places to begin a seminary for young African American men in the heart of KKK 

territory. These young men could not be discouraged, and their courage won out. They 

kiss their parents good bye and board the train headed to Greenville. There must have 

been tears in the parent’s eyes and the boys too. They had to let their sons go on an 

unknow venture and they also must have had deep faith. They prayed that one day a 

person who looks like them would be their pastor. They also kept hope alive. Fr. 

Christman, the SSpS Sisters and the students and Sacred Heart School greeted these 

young men and the seminary began. There hopes and dreams were beginning to be 

fulfilled. 

Our Society also had vision and Society bucked all cultural norms. They crossed 
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boundaries and these missionaries with the support of the Vatican moved ahead with 

their vision. I give thanks to my Society, Fr. Chrsitmas the young men who ventured 

here in September 1920 and the people who worked so hard and against so many 

obstacles to keep the missionary spirit of Jesus Christ alive. 

100 years later: are we still visionaries and are willing to buck boundaries to bring 

God’s Word to all who need it? 

 

Retirement: It’s All Good  

( Fr. Walter Bracken, SVD) 
 
Now at 75 years, I like to believe it were not for poor health I’d still be active. Only a 
few short years ago, I was climbing ladders with chain saw in hand. Ever since I was a 
kid on the farm, clean up was enjoyable to me. These days, all I clean is my room, and I 
don’t do a good job on that. 

 
The downhill trend. While painting one 
day with a group of volunteer teens, my 
left shoulder began to tighten, followed 
by the pain. I was relegated to my room 
for a month till able to get an 
appointment with a neurosurgeon. 
Surgery did not go as planned and then, 
not my left shoulder, but my right 
shoulder and arm were problematic. I 
could not lift my fork to feed myself, 
my left arm had to assist my right arm. 
And though physical therapy helped, 
my health has been going downhill since 
then. 

 
One day a message on my recorder told me of a doctor’s appointment. My planning 
booklet showed no such appointment, but just to be safe I went to visit the doctor. 
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“What brings you in today,” my GP asked. “You 
did”, I responded. “A message on my answering 
machine told me not to forget my appointment 
with you”. He was totally unaware of this message. 
We chatted for a while and then, out of the clear 
blue, he felt my pulse. He ordered his nurse to do 
an EKG. 
 
The expression on her face told me the results 
were not good. My GP re-entered the room and 
announced that I have Atrial Fibrillation which puts 
me in danger of a heart attack or stroke. He 

contacted my cardiologist who ordered me into the hospital immediately. Plans to be on a 
plane the next day for Chicago had been scuttled. I had been scheduled to do a 
Retrouvaille Weekend in Wisconsin, visit Epworth, and meet the novices at Techny. These 
novices would be coming to Bay St. Louis for their thirty-day retreat. Now instead of 
being on a plane I would spend two nights in the hospital and had two stents put in. Later 
on, I would get two more. I will come back to the Atrial Fib later. 
 
Just a few months after discovering the Atrial Fib, I was 
visiting my pulmonologist in Slidell. A breathing test 
indicated that I have COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease). I thought he had it wrong. My brother 
was the one who had the COPD. He smoked a great deal 
and had worked with poison sprays on the farm. I smoked 
very little and when the spraying season came around I was 
at the seminary. Upon further thought, I judge my COPD 
comes from grain dust, especially oats. The oat dust would 
choke me so badly I would cough and sneeze and be unable 
to breathe. Sure enough, it was COPD from asthma. 
 
And since then I have been diagnosed with cancer in my left lung. But thank God, right 
around the same time the quarantine started for coronavirus, my oncologist told me I am 
cancer free thanks to the radiation I had done. But she is keeping an eye on me with 
periodic PET scans. 
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I think of how the Atrial Fib was discovered. A phone message that sounded like my 
doctor’s voice. But he does not leave messages; his nurse does. And then, while in the 
office, what made him feel my pulse? And, by going into the hospital, I was not on the 
plane the next day. Several people have asked me, and I wonder myself: “what was God 
telling me?” Just coincidences? I think not; I think rather God incidences. Since then I 
have often asked what does God want me to do with the rest of my life. 
 
Retirement for me does not mean inactivity. Granted, I’m not as active as I once was, 
because I do not have the energy of years past. Add the quarantine of the coronavirus to 
the retirement, the thought struck me one day. I need to revise some former pastimes: 
namely drawing and bonsai trees. 
 
In retirement I had intended to stay with the Retrouvaille Ministry and with Alcoholics 
Anonymous. But I had to give up Retrouvaille a year ago because the stamina is no 
longer with me. And the last few years I have been going to AA to give back for what 
AA had given me. But I’ve cut down on the meetings. 
 
Years ago, I was taught regarding ministry to never go away 
from anything unless there is something to take its place. And 
so, I have gone back to helping at St. Vincent de Paul on 
Wednesdays. There are a number of helping organizations in 
Hancock County and St. Vincent is one of them. The other 
new ministry I’m drawn to is to work with the people in jail. 
Years ago, I saw myself doing ministry to those behind bars. I 
intend to go to the jail twice a month - once to have Mass for 
the men and another time to have Mass for the women. 
 
I could have served other ministries in the jail, but I see the need for Sacramental 
Ministry. We have the privilege of bringing the Sacraments to God’s people, and those 
people are not just found in churches. I do not consider myself a sacramental stud, 
running around doing sacraments on demand. But since I am a priest I am honored to 
embark on this new ministry. 
 
Putting it succinctly, I like my retirement. 
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Fr. Michael Moody  65  Years in Vows 

Bro. James Heeb 60 Years in Vows 

Fr. Ryszard Kalinowski 50 Years in Vows 

Fr. Thomas Mullally  50 Years of Ordination  

Fr. Siprianus Ola Rotok  25 Years of Ordination 

Fr. Benignus L.  Wego  25 Years of Ordination  

Fr. Vinsesius Alexius  25 Years in Vows  

Fr. Dismas Mauk  25 Years in Vows 

1 Bishop Curtis Guillory 

2 Fr. Yohanes P. Stanley Jawa 

17 Fr. Rofinus Jas  

17  Fr. Lambertus A. Lein 

19  Fr. Jaison Mangalath  

25 Fr. Arockiam Arockiam  

27 Fr. Vinsensius Alexius  
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September Birthday  

Staff: Mrs. Tamera Labat-Whavers 

20 Fr. James, William Balthazar 

28 Fr. Robert Pung 
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Note:   

From Consolata Nursing Home:  That Fr. Raymond Jones was moved back to his 

room yesterday and is happy and healthy again. Thank you for your prayers.   


