
1 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of the Provincial 

“Behold, I make all things new.”  -  Revelation 21:5 

January the first! A new year and it is like we cannot 

wait to start again anew. I started thinking about the 

many firsts in our lives. The big ones. Joyful-

perpetual vows / ordination. Challenges - losing a 

parent, a sibling. There are many smaller firsts also, 

the first time I wore long trousers (belonged to my 

older brother), my first airplane trip. 

What if we could maintain the thrill of discovery? 

The heightened awareness that comes with first 

times. 

Christmas is just that invitation: the inner joy, 

enthusiasm of God’s Greatest Gift to humanity: The 

Gift of God Himself, living it as for the first time. Or 

has the abundance of life, I wonder, made us less 

grateful? 

An elderly parish priest, was asked once, how he 

could keep repeating the same words over and over 

in the Eucharist with seeming freshness? “But 

they’re never the same!” he said, though we had 

heard him intone the identical phrases day after day. 

“Each time I say them, they feel brand new!” 

Lord, who makes all things new, help us to recapture 

this Christmas and New Year the wonder of the very 

first time. 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas to you all, 

brothers, and may the New 

Year be filled with renewed 

hope and blessings! 

 

District Reports 
 

All districts and St. Augustine’s Community have 

already had their meeting in what refers to the 

preparation for the Provincial Assembly in 2022: 

Seven reports in total.  Thank you sincerely for your 

participation and sharing. We have also received all 

the collated reports from the Superiors, great job 

guys. 

 

The Provincial Council will act as the ‘steering 

committee’ in collating these seven reports and 

sending them back to each superior for follow-up in 

the local communities in the spring of next year.  

 

Take note, because the Novices come to the Bay each 

year for their 30-day-retreat in the month of January: 

The Provincial Assembly will be February 2022 and 

not January. The date for you to take note of is from 

the 7th to the 11th of February 2022. Please make this 

change in your calendar.  
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Fr. Francis Tri Thein Tran 
 

 

We welcome another newcomer to our Province, Fr. 

Francis who has been studying English in Epworth 

from Vietnam. He will spend a few weeks here at the 

Bay before joining Fr. Justin at St. Mary’s Houston, 

TX where he will gain his first pastoral experience. 

Very welcome Francis to the USS province.  

 

People on the Move 

 

Many of our guys will be on the move shortly as they 

move on from their parishes to another new post. Let 

us remember them as transition is never easy but is 

also a reminder of who we are as iterant missionaries. 

Thank you all for your openness and blessings to you 

all: Fr’s Obi, Cliff, Mike S., Rick A., Stanley, Joseph 

Sai Tran, Arockiam, Charles, Sebastian & Tom.  

 

 

 
 

Christmas gathering in 

Beaumont, TX 
 

Our very own Bishop Curtis Guillory has now made 

it a custom to invite the South Texas District to a 

Christmas get-to-gather at his residence every year 

before Christmas. This was a beautiful event, the 

sharing, laughter, exchange of gifts, the presence to 

the new Bishop Toups and a most delicious meal. 

Thank you, Bishop, for your SVD brotherhood and 

for reminding us of the important things of life, our 

sharing, and our common brotherhood. 
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Celebrating our staff at St. 

Augustine’s Residence 
 

The community and the Bay expressed our gratitude 

to the staff who serve us all year round, so it was only 

right to have them sit down with us and share a glass 

of wine and good food as a way of saying THANK 

YOU. Thanks also to the house council: Joseph, Br. 

David and Walter for your leadership and initiative.  

 

 
 

Thank you  
 

Again, the Provincial Council would like to thank 

each and everyone who has contributed to the 

province funds over the past many months. We 

appreciate you hearing our call to donate the $100 

monthly donation as a response to the Generalate’s 

letter, but more so in this time of need and solidarity.  

There are great initiatives out there as ways and 

means to help us. Some are encouraging benefactors 

from their parishes to be a benefactor of the USS 

province. Others are sending in donations 

spontaneously and some parishes are taking up 

special collections with the permission of the Bishop 

for the SVD USS Mission. As an example, please see 

the attached letter-initiative from Fr. Lambert at Holy 

Ghost. We appreciate your solidarity and 

brotherhood.  

 

Next Meeting of the Provincial Council 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 10.00 a.m.  
 

 

Merry Christmas &  

Prosperous New Year! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
1 – Fr. Nick Hien Nguyen, SVD 

8 – Fr. Ryszard Kalinowski, SVD 

14 – Fr. Anthony Ataamine, Anala, SVD 

15 – St. Arnold Janssen, SVD 

20 – Fr. Chien Xuan Dinh, SVD 

25 – Fr. Andreas Kedati, SVD 

29 – St. Joseph Freinademetz SVD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death Anniversaries 
5 – Fr. Leonard Hoefler, SVD 

7 – Fr. Jerome LeDoux, SVD 

12 – Fr. Stillfried Theodore Wahl, SVD 

27 – Fr. Thaddeus Boucree, SVD 

 


