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Society of the Divine Word 
 Southern Province of St. Augustine 

  ______________________________________________________ 
   204 Ruella Avenue, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

(228) 467-4322  Email: ussprovincial@gmail.com 
 

 
March 2021                                                        Council Corner # 10 

Dear Brothers: 

 In fulfillment of the statement at the bottom of the 

page;  CMSM established a system of accountability and 

transparency which utilizes an accreditation model and 

contracted with Praesidium, Inc. to become the  

accrediting body for the Men’s Religious Orders and 

congregations.  

 

 The process requires that an independent team of specialists from  

Praesidium independently verify that the 2016 Edition of the Praesidium  

Standards for Accreditation have been met. Praesidium specialists have  

thoroughly reviewed our policies, conducted site visits, interviewed members of 

the Province, members of the Provincial Council and members of our Review 

Board.  

 The accreditation process has now concluded successfully for us and that the 

Society of Divine Word -Southern Province USA. has been certified as Praesidium 

Accredited, the highest honor in abuse prevention practices. From the perspective 

of the diocese, the faith community and the public, Praesidium Accreditation  

signifies that the commitment made has been followed through and consistently 

implemented with every Member of our Institute.  
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Praesidium Contd... 
 
 

 I would like to thank Fr. Paul my predecessor for all the initial work put into making 

this possible. We have worked arduously over the past 9 months also in spite of Covid-19 

to carry out countless reviews of our files with on-site and virtual reviews taking place and 

lastly with a review board going through  all the flagged files from the on-site  

recommendations.  

 Our current accreditation will remain in effect for three years, (January 2021 –  

January 2024) and during this time we will continue to uphold the standards of  

Accreditation and follow-through on recommendations made . We believe these standards 

demonstrate our resolve to protect those in our care from abuse and allow our members to 

be a healthy, faith-filled presence in the lives of the families and communities we serve.   

Please see the last page of this Newsletter for more important information. 

                                                                                                                                     Mike Somers, svd 

Images from the fire at ‘Holy Name Catholic Church’ Houston.  

Some of our parishes are working in solidarity 

with Fr. Anil Thomas, SVD  Let us give him 

our support and our prayers. Thank God  

nobody was hurt or injured though the  

damage was extensive.  
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Our Secretary ‘Janita’ sadly leaving us here at the  
Provincial office …. 
 
 Janita who has been with us  since 2015 has been offered a full-
time job the city of Waveland as director of the ‘Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program’ RSVP.  
 
 We are so appreciative of her services and we will miss her jolly 
personality and the joy of having her around. We wish you ‘Janita’ every 
success and every blessing.  Thank you so much for all you have done 
and for who you are.  
 
 
New Financial Committee:  
 

As prescribed by our Generalate the Province must  have a Finan-
cial Committee with whom the Treasurer (Fr. George) will consult 
and be advised by. We are happy to announce the new Committee 
chaired by Fr. George.   
     They are: 
          Lambertus Lein 
          Bart Jasilek 
          Peter Phong N. 
          Leon Ngandu  

                                                         Vincent Alexius 
          Thank you so much to one and all for your collaboration and services. 
 
 
Pray for our sick  
 
 Please continue to pray for Fr. Darrel and Bro. Richard who 
continue to recover in rehab after contracting Covid-19. Also our 
elderly confreres in nursing homes: 
Fr’s Raymond Jones, Michael Moody and Malcom O’ Leary. 
 
 Thank God Fr. Joseph Jessing has recovered fully in Quincy, 
Florida. He is back home and incorporated into his daily routine.  
 
 Fr. Mike Sucharski was admitted to Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital in Lafayette on  Monday after a black out at his rectory. 
Mike  had difficulty breathing, He is been well taken care and is on 
antibiotics for an infection as they remove fluid from his lungs.  
 
 We accompany Fr. Leon Ngandu and family with our prayers who brought forward his 
home leave to be with his Mum who has terminal cancer. I am sure his presence will bring 
much needed support and comfort to his family at this time.  
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Thomas Merton’s writings on race still resonate 
 
 Merton’s most provocative writings on the subject appear in an 
article he wrote in 1963 titled “Letters to a White Liberal,” now 
praised for his prophetic vision. Merton wrote that unless the  
nation came to grips with racism, “the survival of America itself is in 
in question”.  
 
 He added, citing the long history of slavery and  
discrimination, that “white society has sinned in many ways. It has 
betrayed Christ.” And in an appeal to white Christians, 

 he wrote: “Most of us are congenitally unable to think black, and yet that is precisely what 
we must do.” 
 
 He called upon Catholic leaders, including bishops, to go beyond the usual responses of 
the era and embrace the call for change no matter the pushback: “We still want to please  
everyone with soft words and pleasant generalizations, which we convince ourselves are 
necessary for charity,” Merton wrote.  
 The lessons from Merton’s writings is for us all to play the role we should have as white 
persons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 4 – Charles Ndumbi 
March 7 – Anil Thomas 

March 27 – Leon Ngandu 
March 22 – Janita Cole 

  
 
 
 
 

                                                        Death Anniversary 
 
                                               Fr. Stanley Gootee – March 10 
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Standard Procedures &Policies for the USS Province & Follow-up 
to Praesidium, now that we are accredited  

 
Brothers, 
 As you know the last administrations and Fr. Paul in particular made it a point to 

get our province up to speed on all the different policies and procedures, creating,  

up-dating and getting them approved by one and all.  

 Please be aware these efforts are not just to fulfill some requirements and shelve 

them, rather we must abide by them. They include: Continuing Care for the Aged and In-

firm, Death of a Confrere, Guests in SVD Residence & Rectories, Social Media Internet, 

Terms as Pastor in a Parish, Home-leave, Financial Ethics & Transparency, USS  

Harassment Policy, USS Victims Assistance, USS Standard Operation Procedures and 

USS Revised Sexual Abuse Policy among others.   

 Since we now have been accredited as a province by  Presidium (which is a neces-

sity if we want to continue our mission in the different dioceses), certain areas are of 

particular interest; namely, mental health, addictions, abuse, and boundary violations. 

 Consequently, over the past nine months we have had several reviews that will  

impact us individually and collectively; namely all files have been reviewed numerous 

times and some flagged by an independent on-site auditor (private investigator). These 

flagged files were then presented to an independent review board who made  

recommendations and areas where action must be taken and carried through.  

 In a spirit of transparency, the Provincial Council wants you to know the going’s on 

and again emphasize that all standard procedures and policies are not simply a box to be 

ticked, rather we must abide by the standards and procedures that we collectively have 

reviewed and approved as a province in our assemblies and meetings.  

 


