
 

January 2022 

Dear Brothers:  
 
      As we begin yet another yea with the Pandemic raging it is  
important to keep HOPE alive by continuing to stimulate creativity and breaking 
through difficulties.   
 
As an Arabic proverb says: “Successful people look for ways;  failures look for excuses.” 
 
      Pope Francis reminds us: “I say to you, carry this certainty ahead: the Lord is alive 
and walks beside you through life. This is your mission! Carry this hope onward. May 
you be anchored to this hope: this anchor that is in heaven; hold the rope firmly, be  
anchored, and carry hope forward”.  
 
      My sincere wish for each and every one of you for 2022.  “Do not let yourselves be 
robbed of hope! Do not let hope be stolen! The hope that Jesus gives us”. (Pope Francis). 
 
 May we bring HOPE to all those to whom we minister, may our life and mission be 
filled with HOPE. Happy New Year.   
                                                                        Mike  

    

New Beginnings filled with Hope 

Council Corner # 19 

   Society of the Divine Word 
  Southern Province of St. Augustine (USS) 



    Visitation General 
           
          Br. Guy Mazola will be present in our Province from the 24th of  
January 2022. He will arrive at Tampa FL from where he will begin his  
visitation in the Florida District. On Sunday the 30th he will arrive in  
Jackson MS to continue his visitation in the North Mississippi Arkansas District. From 
there he will come to Bay St. Louis on Sunday the 06th of February as with everyone else 
to be with us during our Provincial Assembly.  

          After our Assembly he will continue westward to the New Orleans District, Lafayette 
District and onto Texas from where he will depart for Chicago. On Feb.25, 2022 the  
General visitators and the 3 USA provincials will hold a meeting in Chicago. We welcome 
Br. Guy among us and praying for a fruit-filled and joyful stay in the USS.  

 
        Calendar of Visitator General’s Visitation per District: 

          Dates      Responsible           Place 

24th January 2022 District Superior Florida District 

30th January 2022 District Superior N. Miss. & Arkansas 

06th February 2022 Provincial Assembly Bay St. Louis  

    
Recent photo taken upon my visit with our Theologians in Techny 

Chicago  



             Provincial Assembly 
 
          Our Provincial Assembly gathers from Sunday 6th of 
February with the arrival at Bay St. Louis. Our working 
schedule is from Monday morning the 7th from 9 A.M. 
Please make every effort to be here by Sunday night.  
 
          Without roots there is no growth. We need to know 
our history in order to know ourselves, to know our mission. 
From the beginning until today, approximately  200 SVD  
missionaries have worked in the Southern Province.  
 

          Their mission has been our mission, a mission for which God's loving grace has 
gathered us from various peoples and continents into the Society of the Divine Word.  
 
          Our Assembly will be presented with the collated reports from the districts / local 
community over the past year and discern together as we vision our future as a province.  
 
          Fr. Mark Weber, SVD will be our facilitator. The agenda and liturgy schedule will be 
sent out prior to the assembly.  
 
Note: In the interest of all our confreres and for the common good; we trust that everyone 
who participates in the Assembly has already received his booster vaccine, if not please 
consider doing so before-hand. 

 
           Provincial Council Notes: 
 
* CTP request for one year (Chicago Student): Frt. Marc Declama with the approval of his 
Formators has requested to do CTP in one of our parishes from next summer.  
The Provincial Council gladly accepted his petition.  
 
* The Provincial informed of his recent trip to Chicago for the Annual Bord Meeting of 
the Mission Office. He also visited our Theologate and a planned meeting with Mark  
Weber about the upcoming assembly. He also informed of his recent visits to the North 
Mississippi / Arkansas District as also to the Florida District.  

* Fr. Alfred Ayem: Fr. Alfred has been assigned as associate pastor at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church, Lafayette from January 15th 2022. Fr. Dilip Kumar will minister in 
Holy Ghost with Fr. Lambert until the return of Fr. Hai Pham from Vietnam.  
 

                    Next Meeting of the Provincial Council will be on Friday January 14, 2022, 

in Bay St. Louis at 10.00 a.m. 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Arnold Janssen Priest & Founder (Jan. 15th) 

(Extracts of correspondence with Fr. Arnold about starting a mission 
mission for African Americans in the south) 

           

 USA – Mission among the African 

Americans. On   January 21,1897 Br. Wendelin 

Meyer writes to Fr. Arnold. In this letter, at 

the     suggestion of Fr. Lambert Welbers,                

Br. Wendelin draws Fr. Arnold’s attention to 

the pastoral care of the African Americans.      

 

 Fr. Lambert Welbers had been a student in Steyl from 1877-1882 and had been     

supported by Mother Josepha, Hendrina Stenmanns who at that time had not yet joined 

Steyl. For health reasons Fr. Lambert did not continue in Steyl but joined the Mill Hill  

Josephite society in England. As an ordained priest he went to the 

USA where he spent his life in the pastoral care of the African 

Americans. On June 5, 1896 he had written to Fr. Arnold urging 

him also to work for the African Americans   (Alt, transl. Robert Pung 

SVD, Peter Spring, Arnold Janssen SVD, Letters to the United States of America, 

Steyler Verlag Nettetal,1998, p. 15, footnote 3). 

 

USA – On March 29, 1897 – Br.Wendelin writes to Fr. Arnold: 

Mission to the Amerindians and African Americans He informs 

Fr. Arnold that he had just come back from Philadelphia. There he 

had been advised by Rev. Th. Hammeke, a cousin of Br. Raphael 

Nies, SVD, that the SVD should come and set up an orphanage for 

boys. “But perhaps at the same time we could set our sights on another form of work, i.e.     

a mission among the Indians and Negroes.  

 I am sending Your Reverence, attached to this letter, an annual report on these  

missions, so that you can get an overview of them.  A large field of work is spread out in the 

South and in the West. (Josef Alt, transl. R. Pung /P.Spring, Arnold Janssen SVD, Letters to the United 

States of America, Nettetal 1998, p. 15, footnote 3). 



 

   In Memory of Fr. Arnold on his death Anniversary 
 

A beautiful reflection from an SVD Confrere upon celebrating his Jubilee Year,  
I believe this can resonate with most of us.  

 

MY SOUL GLORIFIES THE LORD, AND MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN GOD  
MY SAVIOUR. 

 I consider that the SVD is a great religious missionary congregation. This is for a  
number of reasons. It is a bush missionary congregation – we opt to work with the 

poor and the marginalized in society (very much a part of the social justice dimension 
of the Gospel values).  

 
 We are FRONTIER MISSIONARIES. Frontier Mission can be done in the midst 
of a University in Japan, through mission and identity offices or running a soup-
kitchen in a financial hub city like Sao Paulo, Brazil, is also frontier mission work.  
We do not take up the established parishes and socio-educational Centers. Rather we 
hand them over to the diocese and keep moving to the FRONTIER to find new  
ventures of our MISSION. What a BEAUTIFUL SACRIFICE of the SVD. This has been 
the normal practice of the SVD mission in most parts of the world. 
 
 This was also a beautiful concept on the part of our founder, Father Arnold. It is 
now, however, becoming more and more difficult. I like the vision of the SVD for  
internationality and cross culture SVD communities. This vision is very relevant in  
today’s life, from the local community to the world community. Promoting cross-
cultural understanding and communication and establishing collaboration and peace 
have become urgent missions of the Church in our world. Among the highly visible 
and valuable qualities of SVD missionary life and community are friendliness,  
hospitality, generosity and, above all, internationality. I think that these are the  
outstanding charisms of the SVD. These qualities not only helped me in the past to 
discover my vocation in the SVD, but also kept my vocation in the SVD.  
They also attract the admiration of the local Church. 
 As we celebrate the Anniversary of our Founder,  let me conclude this with the 
short and sweet prayer of Fr. Arnold:    MAY THE HEART OF JESUS LIVE IN THE 
HEART OF ALL. Amen. Amen. █ 



 

 January Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

1 -     Fr. Nick Hien Nguyen, SVD 

8 -     Fr. Ryszard Kalinowski, SVD 

14 -   Fr. Anthony Ataamine Anala, SVD 

15 -   St. Arnold Janssen, SVD 

20 -   Fr. Chien Xuan Dinh, SVD 

25 -   Fr. Andreas Kedati, SVD 

29 -   St. Joseph Freinademetz, SVD  
  

                                                                                                         
 Death Anniversaries 

       5 -     Fr. Leonard Hoefler, SVD 

       7 -     Fr. Jerome LeDoux, SVD 

       12 -   Fr. Stillfried, Theodore Wahl, SVD 

       27 -   Fr. Thaddeus Boucree, SVD 

      
 We welcome our Novices who have just joined us at Bay St. Louis for their 30-day-
retreat. May the good and wise Spirit enlighten their hearts during these days of silence and 
prayer.  They are accompanied by Fr. Walter Miller & Br. Jim Zabransky. Be assured of our 
prayers and we are delighted to have you among us.  

 

 
 
 

 

  
 


