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 I was deeply struck by the theme chosen for the upcoming 19th SVD General 
Chapter scheduled for the summer of 2024: “Your Light Must Shine Before  
Others: Faithful and Creative Disciples in a Wounded World.”  
 
 Charles Dickens was right when he wrote the following in his Tale of Two Cities. 
“….It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was 
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was 
the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair…” 
 
 We need to acknowledge the reality that we live in a world that is deeply wounded. 
We are a divided world and Church. Our political and religious leaders continue to lose 
their credibility. Our politics and public discourse has turned toxic. People are angry, 
frustrated, and cynical. More people are turning to violence. In all likelihood this  
polarization will continue well into the future.  
 
 Our spirituality challenges us to engage the real world in which we live in, not the 
comfortable one we often create for ourselves. Pope Francis has called the Church “a 
Field Hospital.” We need to tend to the many wounded of our time. It is messy,  
dangerous, and demanding work. Pope Francis also asks whether or not we truly know 

the wounds of the people we minister to.  
 
 We need a missionary spirituality that will  
sustain us and give us hope in these hard times. We 
need a Spirituality that will energize us as we work to 
make our world a little better. Let us learn to listen. 
May we find the prophetic and imaginative courage to 
be creative disciples for our wounded world today.  
 
                                          - Bro. Rodney Bowers, SVD 
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       Fr. Malcolm O’Leary 
1930-2022 

 Father Malcolm O’Leary, son of the late John O’Leary and Clementine Conway was 

born April 21, 1930, in Camden, MS. He was one the of twelve children and attended  

Sacred Heart in Camden, MS and Holy Ghost School in Jackson. Father O’Leary departed 

this life, May 25, 2022. 

  

 Father O’Leary began his formal  

educational preparation for the priesthood 

in September of 1947 at St. Augustine  

Seminary in Bay St. Louis. Upon the  

completion of his priesthood preparation, at 

St. Augustine, Father O’Leary entered his 

novitiate training in Techny, IL in 1951. 

Techny, IL is also where Father O’Leary 

took his first vows in 1953. May 4, 1961,  

under the authority of Archbishop Vagnazzi. 

Father O’Leary was ordained into the  

priesthood at St. Augustine Seminary in Bay 

St. Louis, MS. 

  

 A native of Camden, MS, he began his 

tenure as a pastor in the Diocese of Jackson 

from 1968-1970 at Yazoo City St. Francis of 

Assisi, followed by Jackson Holy Ghost from 

1972-1980 and from 1980-1986 at  

Clarksdale Immaculate Conception. From 

the Jackson Diocese he served at St. Mark 

the Evangelist in Houston, TX and then  

Holy Ghost Opelousas which was is longest 

tenure of 12 years. For his last assignment Fr. O’Leary’s returned to the Diocese of  

Jackson at St. Mary’s in Vicksburg, MS 

  

 Father O’Leary said his father gave his blessings to his ordination. But both had to 

adjust to having a priest in the family. “In those days in MS, you took your hat off to a 

priest. That’s something he felt he had to do to me. I was no longer his son.  He felt I  

belonged to God.  He was saying I had risen to a different level.  I was special to him.” 

  
 Father O’Leary was preceded in death by his parents, John O’Leary and Clementine  
Conway, six brothers, John Frank, Patrick, Lawrence, Kermit, Eldridge, and Wendell; and 
three sisters, Selena, Mary, Annie Mae.  He leaves to cherish his memories, two brothers, 
James and Bernard, nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         Appointments & News 
 
 At the May 17th Provincial Council meeting the 
transfers from the 1st of July, 2022 were finalized.  
 
 Congratulations brothers and thank you for 
your ministry and openness to serve.  
 
To recap: 
 

     * Fr. Lambert Lein       ——- St. Katherine Drexel Parish, New Orleans. 
     * Fr. Andreas Kedati      ——- Already as Pastor in St. Peter, Pine Bluff, AR 
     * Fr. Justin Arockiasamy    ——-  Holy Ghost Parish, Opelousas LA  
     * Fr. Jaison Mangalath      ——- St. Mary of the Purification Parish, Houston 
     * Fr. Anderson de Souza      ——- St. Joseph Parish, Livingston, TX 
     * Fr. Dilip Soreng       ——- Assistant Pastor St. Joseph Parish, Livingston, TX 
     * Fr. Tarsisius Puling      ——- St. Francis of Assisi, Blountstown, FL 
     * Fr. Michael Long Vu      ——- St. Margaret, Bayou La Batre, AL (New Parish) 
     * Fr. Anil Thomas       ——- St. Rose of Lima, Bay St. Louis, MS 
 
 Fr. Bart Jasilek: Upon finishing up in Fort 
Worth, Bart requested a three-month Spanish course in 
Mexico from July to September. The Provincial Council 
approved his request and we wish Bart ‘mucho exito y un 
pronto retorno’. 
 
 Fr. Tom Mullally: In the name of the Provincial 
Council and personally I want to extend to Fr. Tom our 
sincere gratitude for coming out of retirement and  
attending to St. Rose of Lima in our time of need.  Tom 
has been remarkable in his willingness & readiness to  
serve. Tom, we are indebted to you as a Province. You are a 
a shining example of what it is to be an SVD missionary.  
Thank you so much for your witness. Wishing you every 
blessing and good health as you return to Greenville.  
 
 Fr. Siprianus Ola-Rotok: Siprianus is doing well 
in ‘Guest House’ where he has been for almost two 
month’s and is receiving support and therapy. 
 
 Frt. Marc Declama will join us for the retreat as he begins his CTP experience with us 
for one year. He has already been assigned to St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Quincy, FL with 
Fr. Vincent Alexius.  
 



          Dates           Event           Place 

5th-10th June 2022 Provincial Retreat Bay St. Louis 

28th-29th Oct. 2023 Centennial Celeb ... Bay St. Louis  

 

 

 After 3 year’s since his  
appointment, another new arrival:. 
On June 5th, Fr. Mario Rasonabe 
will finally arrive from Rome, just in 
time for our retreat.  

 Mario is a native of Bohol,  
Philippines. He is one of 5 siblings 
and did all his initial formation in 
the Philippines and his OTP in  
Papua New Guinea.  

 Ordained in 1995;  was assigned 
to PNG for 4 years, returning to the  
Philippines for formation work.  
From 2003 to 2011 was back in PNG 
and was then assigned  to Rome for 
pastoral / secretarial work in the 
Generalate.  In 2019 Fr. Mario was 

transferred to the USS. Now finally after a long wait and multiple  
canceled appointments at the US embassy he finally got his visa.  

 Welcome Fr. Mario, we are happy you made it and are finally 
among us.  

 

 

Please pray for our sick: 
 
Fr. Brendan Murphy continues to be in the Methodist hospital in Houston. Our 
confrere  Fr. Cyriaque has visited him frequently  and prayed with Brendan. Bren-
dan has had a procedure to unblock some arteries in his neck where the clot was 
formed. He is weak but making slow progress. Please remember him in your  
prayers.  
 
Fr. Michael Moody:  Fr. Francis Damoah visits him regularly for which I am 
very grateful and gives updates on his health and well being. Please keep him and 
all our elderly confreres in your thoughts and prayers.    

    Fr. Mario Rasonabe 



* Vocation Tip of the Month 
 At a recent vocation conference, a young adult (22 years old) suggested that there are 
three things that priests, religious, and spiritual mentors can do to help young adults:  One, 
build “authentic friendships” with them.  Two, treat them like a person, not a prod-
uct.  Three, assist them in cultivating a life of holiness.  Her words were very powerful.  As 
you mentor young people, especially the “Gen Z” generation, please keep these three things 
in mind. 

 Confreres, do you know that the best referrals for the vocation office are SVD  
referrals.  About 24% of men referred to the vocation office by a Divine Word Missionary 
enter formation.  That’s great!  The problem is…sometimes our SVD referrals are quite 
low.  For several years we were averaging about 15 a year…then we dropped to less than 5 
for several years (that is all three provinces together). 
  
 Vocation directors visit parishes when they can (and when there invited).   
In addition, they send regular emails to pastors with weekly “vocation views” for them to 
insert if they wish into their bulletins.  Now that COVID is easing, let us do more  
collectively and individually to promote vocations from the Southern Province.  



Annual Retreat Schedule 
USS Province - 2022 

 
  

 
Sunday, June 05th —Arrival 
05:30 pm    Dinner (Please give Fr. Joseph notice if you are coming for dinner) 

07:00 pm    Social in Community Lounge in Residence 
 
Monday, June 6th  
07:00 am    Prayer & Eucharist in Community Chapel 
03:00 pm    Midafternoon Prayer & 1st Conference (Conference Hall) 
05:15 pm    Evening Prayer (St. Augustine’s Chapel) 
05:30 pm    Dinner 
07:00 pm    Social 
  
Tuesday, June 7th - Wednesday, June 8th, 2022 
07:45 am    Morning Prayer (St. Augustine’s Chapel) 
08:00 am    Breakfast 
09:00 am    2nd Conference 
10:00 am    Holy Hour (St. Augustine’s Chapel) 
 11:15 am    Celebration of the Eucharist 
12:00 pm    Lunch 
03:00 pm    3rd Conference 
05:15 pm    Evening Prayer (St. Augustine’s Chapel) 
05:30 pm    Dinner 
07:30 pm    Social (Except Wednesday) 
  
Thursday, June 9th, 2021  
07:45 am    Morning Prayer (St. Augustine’s Chapel) 
08:00 am    Breakfast 
09:00 am    4th Conference 
10:30 am    Bible Sharing 
12:00 pm    Lunch 
03:00 pm    Provincial Information & Updates 
04:00 pm    Jubilee Eucharist 
05:00 pm    Drinks … 
05:30 pm    Banquet (Residence Dining Room) 
  
Friday, June 10th, 2021 – Departure after Breakfast 
07:00 am    Prayer & Mass (Community Chapel) 
08:00 am    Breakfast 

  
  

May the Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make his face shine upon you 



                                                                
            

            June Birthdays 
  
 
  04-   Bro. Richard Leo Chambers 
  10-   Fr. Andy Dinh Vu 
  11-    Fr. Thomas James 
  15-    Fr. Francis Kwabena Damoah 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
        
June Death Anniversaries 
 

                             

   
   22-    Father Paulus Mathew Lengyel 
                            27-    Father Michael Fritzen 
                            28-    Father William Oliver 
 

 
 
 



    Fr. Malcolm’s Farewell, R.I.P. 


