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 As we grieve our losses over the past couple of weeks, St. Paul provides helpful  
instruction and begins with these words: “We do not want you to be uninformed,  
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have 
no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13). 
 

 We experience grief but without despair, sorrow but without defeat, sadness but 
without hopelessness. Because Jesus conquered death, they will conquer death. Because 
Jesus lives, they live. 
 

 Remembering our confreres who have died by sharing stories about them is a way 
that both individuals and the community acknowledge the good in another and grieve its 
loss. It’s a very human thing to do. It’s a very good thing to do. It relieves the sadness. It 
might seem odd to speak of grief as a value, but it is an authentic human reaction to loss.  
 

 Death brings an end to the things that we have come to know and to trust in this 
world. Grief mourns their loss, both in the passing of another and in the foreshadowing 
of our own death. 
  

 As religious we should grieve our losses. Gratitude for all the good things in life 
that God has given includes gratitude for the gift of life itself. It is a very human  
response to loss. It also safeguards against the denial of death that has come to be so 
much a part of contemporary culture. 
 

 May our deceased brothers rest in God’s Peace 
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       Fr. Walter Bracken 
1945-2022 

  
 Walter Joseph Bracken, SVD, was born 
April 25, 1945, in Belle River, Ontario, to the 
late Bertha Mary  and Edward Joseph Brack-
en (d.1991).  He was the youngest of two  
children and attended primary school at St. 
John the Baptist in Belle River, Ontario.  
Walter departed this life July 1, 2022. 
 
  After attending primary school, Walter 
entered Divine Word Seminary in OH in 
1953, Miramar Junior College in 1963 and 
Epworth in 1967.  He began his novitiate in 
Bay St. Louis, MS, in 1967, first vows Septem-
ber 8, 1968.  He studied theology in Techny, 
IL in 1968, took his final vows September 8, 
1971, in Gogebic, MI.  He was ordained a 
priest on December 18, 1971 in Techny, IL . 

 
 Following his ordination, he served in the following capacities.  Associate pastor 
at Holy Ghost Church in Jackson, MS, from 1972-1974; teacher at St. Stanislaus Pre-
paratory College from 1974-1979; Associate Pastor at St. Rose de Lima Church in Bay 
St. Louis, MS, from 1974-1976; Associate Dean at St. Augustine Seminary in Bay St. 
Louis, MS, from 1976-1979; Vocation Director at St. Augustine Seminary in Bay St. 
Louis, MS, from1979-1985; Nemi sabbatical 1985; Pastor at St. Bartholomew Church 
in Little Rock, AR from 1986-1994; Teacher at University of Notre Dame Hesberg 
Continuing Education in 1994; Montreal Pastoral Work from 1995-1996; Techny, IL – 
Superior Delegate 1996-2002; Rector and Land Office 2002-2008; Land office and 
Associate Novice Director 2008-2009. 
 
 In 2009, Fr. Walter transferred to USS – Southern 
Province.  In 2010 he began Co-op speaking engagements; 
William J. Kelley Retreat Center Director 2012; USS  
Provincial Council member 2014-2017; Facilitator for 
Novices 30-day retreat 2012. In 2017 Fr. Bracken retired 
due to his health condition, COPD. 
 
 
 He was a beloved friend and former classmate to 
many throughout Ontario, Canada, USA and abroad. He 
was instrumental in his leadership of Retreats and helped 
many couples and families through his council and minis-
try.  
  
 Walter lived his life with humility, love for God and 
for all people. He emulated the importance of keeping it 
simple, living life on life's terms and sharing in the company of those whom he loved 
and loved him.  



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                 Fr. Brendan Murphy  

1939-2022 
 
 Brendan, son of Edward and Eileen 
from Cooley Rd. Drimnagh, was born on  
August 20th, 1939. After leaving Crumlin 
CBS, he became a motor mechanic before 
entering St. David’s College in Carrog in 
September 1959.  
 
He studied Theology in Techny and after 
his ordination in 1973 at Donamon, he 
went back to the USA and spent 
his missionary life in the Southern  
Province serving  in the ‘African American 
Apostolate’, which he called his ‘first love’.  
 
In the 1980’s he returned to Maynooth, 
Ireland as Prefect of the Pre- novitiate 
program, as part of a rotation program.  
 
 Upon his return to the Southern 
Province he worked in Broussard LA, St. 
Peter’s, Pine Prairie LA. Then as Director 
of the Retreat Centre in Bay St. Louis 
2003. He continued in pastoral ministry 
in St. Bartholomew, Little Rock AR. St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Galveston.  
 

 He then went on to Holy Name Church, 
Houston TX until 2015. Brendan learned  
Spanish himself and was passionately  
dedicated to the Hispanic Ministry as he was 
before to the African American ministry.  
 
 His last parish as Pastor was  
St. Paul’s in Fort Worth, TX until his  
retirement in 2021 in residence in Fort Worth.  
He finally retired to Bay St. Louis in October 
2021 as his health continued to decline until 
his final homecoming to the Lord on the 4th of 
July 2022.  
 Known for his charismatic and  
happy personality Brendan never failed to 
speak his mind. One of seven children, (two of 
whom died in infancy) he is survived by his 
younger brother Jim who lives in Dublin. May 
Brendan’s gentle Soul Rest in Peace.  



          Dates           Event           Place 

10th-14th Oct. 2022 First 5 encounter Bay St. Louis 

04th-09th June 2023 Province Retreat Bay St. Louis  

 

Province News 
  

 The ‘1st five’ (those most recently arrived in our province) will get to-
gether for the first time in three Covid-impeded years with those from USC and 
USW here at Bay St Louis from 10th to the 14th of October. We look forward to 
hosting all our young men and allowing them to mingle and share their experienc-
es.  
 

 Fr.  Raimundo Marciel Ribeiro, SVD 
has had his Visa Approved. We look forward to him join 
our province in the very near future.  
 
Raimundo did his CTP program here a couple of years 
ago and so we are very happy to welcome back among us. 
He is from Brasil and we are happy that our Latin Ameri-
can contingent is growing. Welcome brother.  
 

Xavier University Summer Course 
 
 Our confreres: Fr’s Mario Rasonabe, Marvin Gyasie & Frt. Marc Declama are 
half way through the 3 week summer course at the Xavier University studying  
African American culture and spirituality. We wish them well as they prepare for 
ministry in our province.  
 

Next Provincial Council Meeting 
 
 The next Council meeting will take place in Bay St. Louis on the 19th of July. 
This will be the last meeting before the summer break (no council meeting in Au-
gust).  
If there is anything you need to send in, please do so before then.  
 

New Assignments 
 
 From all reports those transferred from the 1st of July last are all doing well.  
Settling into to their new parishes and environment. We wish them every blessing 
in their new places of ministry.  

28th-29th Oct. 2023 Centennial Celeb ... Bay St. Louis  



 Vocation Promotion  
 
Discerning the Call to Mission—2022 Summer Series 

 The Vocation Office continues its online discernment group this summer with the second 
of two bible sharing programs centered around the topic of call on July 28.  Please refer young 
men you know to this program if you think they are appropriate.  To learn more or to help 
someone register, visit: https://www.svdvocations.org/discernment-formation/discerning-
call-mission.  Please contact Len Uhal in the vocation office if you make a referral so we know 
the young man is recommended by an SVD.  Email:  luhal@dwci.edu. 

   
Vocation Tip of the Month 
 No time like the present!  There’s no time like the present to ask young people if they 
have ever thought about being a religious priest, brother or sister.  Many of our confreres and 
lay alumni entered formation when they were 13 or 14 years old—which means they were 
thinking about religious life even in primary/elementary school.  Ask a young person—a very 
young person—if he/she has thought about a religious vocation.  You might be surprised by the 
answer.  Plant the seed today—there’s no time like the present! 
  

  

 July Birthdays 
  
01-   Father Joseph Sai Tran, SVD 

10-   Father Alfred Ayem, SVD 

12-   Father Michael Moody, SVD 

14-   Father Ryszard Zawadzki, SVD 

31-   Father Justin Arockiasamy, SVD 

 
 

 
July Death Anniversaries 
 

10-    Father Vincent Theobald, SVD 

15-    Father John La Bauve, SVD 

17-    Father E. Harold Perry, SVD 

18-    Father Peter de Boer, SVD 

18-    Father Joseph D. Simon, SVD 

21-    Father John Anthony Sheerin, SVD 

24-    Father Gerald Lewis, SVD 

28-    Father Arthur Winters, SVD 

28-    Father Peter Smits, SVD 

30-    Father Alvin Dixon, SVD 
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    Our Annual Retreat—June 2022 
Photos courtesy of Fr. Jim Pawlicki 





Funeral Mass of Fr. Walter Bracken SVD 
July 05th 2022 

Photos courtesy of Fr. Jim Pawlicki 


