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 World Day for Grandparents and Elders 
 
 This past Sunday (the fourth Sunday of July) was 
World Day for Grandparents & Elders. It was established by 
Pope Francis two years ago near the liturgical memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, 
the grandparents of Jesus.  
 
 Pope Francis believes that older people are reservoirs of wisdom, those who have 
carried us on their shoulders through so many situations. He considers himself a  
grandfather to the young people of the church and calls elders “memory-keepers.” He 
believes that old people need to reinvent themselves. Mainly, he exhorts elders to pass 
on the faith. Who else can the Pope turn to but his own generation—the elders who grew 
up educated and nurtured in Catholic schools and who have now become a remanent of 
the days of daily Mass.  
  
 As Francis sees it, elders are too often ignored. The situation is unfortunate for 
both the young and the elderly. Separated from their families, old people are often 
shunted off to elder care centers, nursing homes or communities of senior citizens. 
Meanwhile children are sent to child care centers and afterschool care.  No community 
between them.  
 
 Older adults want to share their advice with the younger generation who will face 
major decisions regarding their lives and careers. But as Francis says, today’s world 
tends to separate people by age and offers little opportunity to bring the generations  
together.  
 
 Francis writes of the sorrowful condition of the world with its culture of waste, 
where used objects are blithely discarded, and even people—especially the elderly—are 
often bullied and considered unnecessary.  
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Women and the elderly in our church contd:  

 
  Women in our parish: A Chinese 
proverb says, “Women hold up half the sky.” It’s 
fair to say, women hold up a lot more than half 
of the Catholic Church. In the United States 
alone, 85% of church positions are held by 
women. So, we’ve got the numbers. If women 
walked away from the church for one day, the 
whole enterprise would be thrown  
into chaos.  
 

 We know the many accounts of how women are singlehandedly keeping the 
church alive. Pope Francis is doing what he can to be more inclusive but the truth 
is if we continue to let men have all the power, where is it going to get us? Married 
male priests? Some sort of diluted deaconess role that gives women more work.  
 
 We men are no match for women, they prove that truth every day; outreach 
ministries & charities, hospitals and clinics, schools and universities, and very 
much in the day to day running of the parish.  Who is in the daily mass and make 
up three-quarters of the weekend attendance? 
 
 Centuries of sexist doctrine—which not one woman had a voice in creating—
has worked so deeply in us that it is unimaginable that women could step in and 
take the reins.  Maybe that is what’s needed to change if we are really ever going to 
change the church.  

 
Good News:  
 
 Under Pope Francis’s leadership, the Vatican has taken a step forward on the 
issue of leadership positions for Brothers in mixed congregations.  
 
 In its publication the Rescript, Pope Francis grants the Superior General and 
his Council the authority to ensure the proper presence of the brothers in the 
General Chapter, Brothers may be conferred the office of Major Superior of 
Religious Institutes without the previous dispensation from 
Rome. Now brothers may be elected as Superior, Rector, District 
Superior, Council member etc with the consent of the Superior 
General and his council without the previous authorization from 
the Vatican.  
 The recent rescript of Pope Francis is an instrument that 
facilitates the inclusion of our Brothers in deciding on the 
election / appointments of superiors at all levels. This new 
procedure takes effect immediately and is worth keeping in mind 
in all our future elections and appointments.  



From around the Province 

Archdiocese of Galveston—Houston 

 The archdiocese has reached out again requesting that 
the USS Southern Province staff a third parish in or near  
Houston. Last year the archdiocese made a request but  did not 
follow-through on it. 

 Now we are assured it is coming from the Cardinal in 
person and lament not following up on past requests.  
The Provincial Council therefore is consulting with the  
district again and will visit the proposed parish in the near future. After looking at 
the financials of the parish and our own availability of personnel we will make a  
decision in the next few months.  

 

New District Superior 

 Fr. Peter Phong has been appointed as new District Superior of the Texas 
District for the Triennium 2020-2023, upon the transfers of Fr.’s Jaison &  
Tarsisius who were superior and vice. Fr. Peter had been admonitor.  
Congratulations brother.  

 

Centennial Celebration 

 We continue to make progress and have a very vibrant lay centennial  
committee as well as our own SVD centennial committee who interact and organize  
together.  

Letters have been sent to Bishops, Dignitaries and many parishes: there will be 
news in the next few months regarding block-booking hotels.  

Books of tickets are being sent to each District Superior to distribute in each of 
the parishes to help with sales. This initiative from 
our lay committee is to ensure funding for the 
event.  
 
 Your collaboration in this matter will be 
most appreciated and will support the event  
financially. Please get the word out there.  

 

 

 



          Dates           Event           Place 

10th-14th Oct. 2022 First 5 encounter Bay St. Louis 

04th-09th June 2023 Province Retreat Bay St. Louis  

 

Two more first assignments for our Province 
  

 In the past days we received news from the Generalate who just finalized 
the first assignments of a second group of 70 confreres who have already pro-
fessed or about to profess perpetual vows.  
 

 The USS Province has received confirmation of two first assignments to join 
us in the not too distant future.  
 

Frt. Manuel, Edwan Lamar: He normally goes by 
Manie Manuel. Born in Buffalo New York on November 
19, 1981 Currently studying MDIV at Catholic theological 
Union in Chicago. 
 
Frt. Manie will take final vows on September 17th 2022 
and will be ordained to the priesthood next May 2023.  
He is a retired chef. His ethnic background is: African 
American, Puerto Rican, and Polish. Did his OTP  

experience in Colombia.  

 
Frt. Munterim, Joshua: Born in 1993. He is 29 years old 
and a Ghanaian by nationality, of the Catholic Diocese of Yendi in 
Ghana.  
After novitiate he was assigned to Kenya-Tanzania Province to 
continue formation and Theological studies. He is from a family of 
eight. 
During formation he had the opportunity of working with the male 
prisoners in Nairobi for two years from 2018-2020. 
 
Frt. Joshua will take final vows on the 22nd of August 2022 and 
his priestly ordination will probably be next July 2023.  
 
 

Welcome brothers, we are so happy you will be joining our USS Province 

28th-29th Oct. 2023 Centennial Celeb ... Bay St. Louis  



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           

As our newest confreres finished their orientation program with the 

last 3 weeks at Xavier University they now prepare 
for pastoral ministry.  
 

* Frt. Marc Declama is already in Quincy FL 

where he will carry out his CTP experience with Fr. 
Vincent Alexius.  

* Fr. Marvin Gyasie has been nominated as As-

sistant Pastor in St. Martinville with Fr. Ablelardo.  

* Fr. Mario Rasonabe will spend some months helping in the Lafayette diocese 

over the summer.  

• Fr. Raimundo Marciel Ribeiro arrives to the USS on the 13th of August.  

 

Safe Environment Certificate 2022 

 There are many confreres who have 
still not renewed their ‘Safe Environment 
Certificate for 2022’.  

 Please go on-line for the safe-
environment course and download your 
certificate when completed.   
 
 Then forward your CERTIFICATE 
to my email. It must be in your file in or-
der to continue ministry. I ask you please 

                                                                               to comply at your earliest convenience.  

 

Tri-Province 1st Five encounter 

 As mentioned and has now been confirmed the 
1st Five encounter will take place, hosted by our 
province at Bay St. Louis on October 10th-14th.  
There will be about 20 participants, eight of those 
from the USS.  

 Including Fr.’s Cyriaque Sounou, Charles 
Ndumbi, Francis Tri Tran, Hai Pham, Dilip Soreng, 

Mario Rasonabe, Marvin Gyasie & Raimundo 
Marciel Ribeiro.  



    We Celebrate ... 

  
* Vacation: Fr. Provincial will be on vacation from the middle of August for a month.  
I will continue to have access to the official email, i.e., requests, suitability letters etc.  
 
* Fr. Gus Wall will be in charge during  my absence. His contact phone number is: 
(337) 308-3677 for any emergency or need. His email is: awallsvd@yahoo.com 
 
 
* Next Provincial Council Meeting will be Wednesday, September 28th at  
Bay St. Louis.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

August Birthdays 
 
        20-    Fr. Joseph Chau Nguyen  
 
      26-    Fr. Agustinus Seran 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

          Death Anniversaries 
 
12-    Father John Gasper, SVD   
28-    William J. Kelley, SVD 



       Vocation Corner 
DISCERNING the CALL to MISSION 

 

Join in a discussion for one hour each 
month with men, like you, who are  
discerning a religious vocation.  
Facilitated by the Divine Word  
Missionaries Vocation Team, you will 
hear from missionaries serving around 
the world. They will share the joys and 
challenges of a missionary vocation.  

 

August 25 Focus: Caribbean Currently, 17 Divine Word Missionaries work on 10 
different islands located in the Caribbean Sea. Join us as we talk with some SVD  
missionaries who serve these islands to learn more about their ministry in this region 
of the world. Host: Mr. Len Uhal, SVD  

September 29 Focus: Ecuador Social services, working with the indigenous and  
immigrants, pastoral work, and biblical ministry are some of the many ministries in 
which the Divine Word Missionaries are currently engaged in Ecuador. Celebrating 
60 years of their presence in Ecuador, they have done much to spread the Gospel 
through their words and actions. Host: Fr. Tuan Hoang, SVD  

October 27 Focus: Chile Divine Word Missionaries in Chile have been spreading the 
Good News since the 1900s. They continue working with the indigenous Mapuche 
people and working in various parishes, especially in education where the SVD  
administers several prek- to 12th grade schools. Join us so that you can see what it is 
like living and working in Chile. Host: Fr. Thinh Ngo, SVD  

November 17 Focus: Philippines The SVD presence in the Philippines dates back to 
1909 and today comprses over 500 missionaries serving God’s people in Education, 
Pastoral Work, and care for our Indigenous sisters and brothers. Host: Fr. Adam 
MacDonald, SVD  

December 15 Focus: Mozambique Mozambique is considered: A Mission-
Impossible country. It is full of challenges: poverty, sickness, politics, voodoo and  
violence. Join as we discuss being missionaries of the 
Good News of hope for a better world. Host: Fr. Anthony 
Cong Nguyen, SVD  

This program is designed for single, Catholic men (18 - 35) 
Registration is required Click HERE to register Thursday 
Evenings 8 PM Central DISCERNING the CALL to  
MISSION ONLINE DISCUSSION SERIES  
svdvocations.org 


