
 

January,   2023 

Council Corner # 30 

       Society of the Divine Word 
  Southern Province of St. Augustine: USS 

“No one can be saved alone, embarking together on 
paths of peace” 

 A year ago the theme was HOPE coming out of the Pandemic. Pope Francis  

message for the 2023 World Day of Peace is titled “No one can be saved alone”. In the 

text, Pope Francis spoke of the ongoing war in Ukraine, which he described as  

‘a setback for the whole of humanity’.  
 

 Indeed, last year we dared to HOPE that the darkest hours of Covid-19 were  

behind us, a terrible new disaster befell humanity. We witness the onslaught of  

another scourge: another war, to some extent like that of Covid-19, but driven by  

culpable human decisions… Clearly this is not the post-COVID era we had hoped for or 

expected.  

Pope Francis noted: “While a vaccine has been found for COVID-19, suitable solutions 

have not yet been found for the war.”  
 

 We are called to confront the challenges of our world in a spirit of responsibility 

and compassion.  Only by responding generously to these situations, with an altruism 

inspired by God’s infinite and merciful love, will we be able to build a new world and 

contribute to the extension of his kingdom, which is a kingdom of love, justice and 

peace.  

Jesus Christ does not teach us a spirituality “of closed eyes”, but one of “alertness”, 
one which entails an absolute duty to take notice of the needs of others and of  

situations involving those whom the Gospel tells us are our neighbors. The gaze of  
Jesus, what “his eyes” teach us, leads to human closeness, solidarity, giving time,  

sharing our gifts and even our material goods. 
Pope Benedict XVl 



 
  

 From around the Province 
 
 Fr. Mario Rasonabe first impressions  
from Holy Family Parish, Jackson 
 
 The official handover of Holy Family Catholic Church 
(HFCC) in Jackson, Mississippi to the SVD took place dur-
ing the Holy Mass of the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 
on January 1, 2023, with Fr. Clement Oyafemi, the former  
Pastor, as the Mass Presider.   
 
 In his remarks after the communion, Fr. Clem (as he 
is known), once again thanked the Parishioners of HFCC for 
their cooperation during his time as their Pastor and asked 
them to give the same support to their new priest.   
 
 In my self-introduction, I mentioned my previous pas-
toral experiences and I also highlighted the fact that Bishop  
Joseph Kopacz, the Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of  
Jackson, has given again to the SVDs the care of HFCC after 
the term of Fr. Clem.   
 
 HFCC is a relatively small parish with diverse churchgoers. I understood that it 
used to be an African American parish only but of the 60 (+ -) people in that mass, there 
were African-Americans, white Americans, and several Latino Families present. The 
Sunday Mass is bilingual, which is why I had to apologize in advance to the Latino  
parishioners for my inability to have a bilingual mass as Fr. Clem was doing since I am 
still trying to learn Spanish.  
 

After the mass, people came to me 
one by one welcoming me as the 
new FHCC Administrator. A num-
ber of them expressed their grati-
tude that a priest takes over imme-
diately, without having a lull after 
the departure of their Pastor, some-
thing that many of them were wor-
ried about. 

 
 Together with Fr. Nick Hien 
Nguyen, the Pastor of Holy Ghost 
Church, we thank God for the grace 
of another mission and help us to 
pray to discern the future of the 
SVD’s presence in the Catholic  
Diocese of Jackson.  (Mario, SVD) 

 

Fr. Clem and Fr. Mario 

Holy Family Catholic Church 
820 Forest Ave., 

Jackson, MS 39206 



 

 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT & CHILD PROTECTION EFFORTS 
IN OUR PROVINCE ... 

ANNUAL REPORT TO MEMBERS: I will be giving a verbal annual report of child  
protection efforts. I usually do this in June at the end of our retreat. 

 This report is issued to fulfill Praesidium Standard 4. Some Provinces prepare a written 
report, some communities/provinces fulfill the requirement by making an oral report at an 
assembly of the province membership. 
  
  
EDUCATION REQUIREMENT: The Praesidium Standards require ongoing education 
for members at the rate of one hour per year / hours equal to the number of years between 
onsite accreditation visits. The Southern Province follows the one hour per year method. 
As we begin a new year I remind you again of this requirement that has to be fulfilled as 
you did for 2021 & 2022, please submit your CERTIFICATES  in the next few months for 
2023. 
  
ADDITIONAL MATTERS: Fr. Gus Wall attended the CMSM Safeguarding Workshop in 
Florida at the end of October, also a requirement for the province coordinator of safe-
guarding and child protection for the province. It is a good way to stay aware of the latest 
research and speak with the key people of CMSM and Praesidium about child protection 
efforts and initiatives. 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~          ~~~~~~~~~~          ~~~~~~~~~~          ~~~~~~~~~~          

For those especially ministering in African American Parishes 
You are encouraged to attend 

 or send a representative from your parish 
 

 The 2023 BLACK CATHOLIC CONGRESS 
 

 The National Black Catholic Congress is July 20-23,2023, in National 
Harbor, Maryland.  

*     Lodging: Gaylord National Resort &amp; Convention Center.  
        Single; Double Rooms available-$247.94 per night, per room. 
*      Adult Registration: (19 Years +): Now until Feb. 28, $395.00;  

        beginning March 1- July 15, $450.00 
 *     Approximate Cost: double occupancy &amp; early registration, 

        excluding flight &amp; meals - $1,220.00 
*     Youth Registration: (13-18Years): Now until Feb. 28, $350.00: beginning March 1-July 

15, $395.00 
*     Approximate Cost: double occupancy; early registration, excluding flight &amp; meals 

$1,175.00 

 
 



 
Fr. Alfred Ayem: We are trying to set up rehab for Fr. Alfred. His condition continues to 
be  weak and not making sufficient progress to return to ministry.  We are working with Sr. 
Kay at Prompt Succors Nursing Home in Opelousas and set him up for a few weeks rehab 
and take it from there.  He may also be assessed and evaluated before returning to ministry.  
 
Fr.  Eric’s Groner informed that his uncle: Fr. John Groner died last week. His funeral 
mass will be at Immaculate Conception Church in Jefferson City, Missouri next Monday 
16th of January. May he rest in peace.  
 
Fr. Eric himself continues to recover after a second operation on his lower leg and may 
need an ankle replacement. This is a long healing process and so we continue to hold Eric in 
our prayer. 
 
Bishop Curtis Guillory  had a procedure done on his heart, I visited him last week; he 
had just come out of rehab and is back home. He will be doing physio therapy 3 times a 
week to  build up his energy again. I assured him of our prayers.  
 
Fr. Arockiam Arockiam Dad is not doing well and is declining cognitively.  
 
Fr. Lambert Lein’s sister is doing cat scans for a growing tumor, please offer a prayer for 
Angela Tonu Lein.  
 
Fr. Richard Kalinowski had a broken bone in one of his legs and will probably have to 
have a knee replacement also.  
 
 

Triennial Election 
 

 The Provincial Council will meet at the end 
of January to finalize the list of names that will  
appear on the second official ballot for provincial.  
These names and the  2nd official ballot sheet will 
be sent out all members in early February,. 
 

 The Second Official Ballot must be sent di-
rectly to Rome no later than the 20th of February 
2023.   



 
This month we celebrate the feast 

days of Saints Arnold Janssen and 

Joseph Freinademetz 

 

With  firm faith in God’s leading, they both 

walked into unknown territories. The Lord 

seeks each one of us, (Colossians 1:24-27) and we 

can expect to meet God and expect God to find 

us, in new ways in 2023. 

 

In Proclaiming His Kingdom,  Fr. John Fuel-

lenbach challenges us: 

 

 

Am I willing to let the Lord determine the way? 

 

* Do I really believe that God is, day after day, 

on the way to meet me? 

To move toward life-giving attitudes there are 

some real questions to be asked: 

• Can I imagine for myself a new future with 

new possibilities and new potentials? 

• What can stir my imagination? 

• Can I ask, as the New Year begins, for a vision 

of myself of what God could do for me if I 

would let Him? 

In 2023, may your heart share kindness, may 

your thoughts share peace and may your pres-

ence bring light 

to the world. 



 Please find a short and  
concise Triduum material for 
the upcoming Feast of our 
Founder St. Arnold Janssen.  



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          

          Dates           Event           Place 

04th-09th June 2023 Province Retreat Bay St. Louis  

Vocation Corner 
 
  

World Day for Consecrated Life 
 
Generally, there are three large 
celebrations each year for priest-
ly and religious vocations.   

National Vocation Awareness 
week is in November, World Day 
of prayer for Vocations is on 
Good Shepherd Sunday in Easter 
and World Day for Consecrated 
Life is February 2, the Feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord 
(celebrated in parishes on Febru-
ary 4-5, 2023).   

Plan ahead and celebrate this 
event in your parish or other 
ministry site.  For more infor-
mation visit: 

https://nrvc.net/274/publication/4171/article/10041-world-day-for-consecrated-
life-february-2 

  
Vocation Tip of the Month 
 
Create a culture of vocations at your ministry site.  One suggestion is to dedicate a 
bulletin board specifically for priestly and religious vocations.  Don’t have a board—
let the Tri-Province Vocation Office know and we can have one shipped to you (the 
only requirement is that you only put Arnoldus Family vocation material on the 
board with other missionary information from the three congregations).  Have you 
run out of vocation literature at your ministry site, email Len Uhal 
at luhal@dwci.edu to order more! 

  
  

28th-29th Oct. 2023 Centennial Celeb ... Bay St. Louis  

https://nrvc.net/274/publication/4171/article/10041-world-day-for-consecrated-life-february-2
https://nrvc.net/274/publication/4171/article/10041-world-day-for-consecrated-life-february-2
mailto:luhal@dwci.edu
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    Birthdays 
  
  
1-      Father Nick Hien Nguyen, SVD 

8-      Father Ryszard Kalinowski, SVD 

14-    Father Anthony Ataamine Anala, SVD 

15-    St. Arnold Janssen, SVD 

20-    Father Chien Xuan Dinh, SVD 

25-    Father Andreas Kedati, SVD 

29-   St. Joseph Freinademetz, SVD 
 
 

 

Death Anniversaries 
  

5-      Father Leonard Hoefler, SVD 

7-      Father Jerome LeDoux, SVD 

12-    Father Stillfried, Theodore Wahl, SVD 

27-    Father Thaddeus Boucree, SVD 

      

 

 



A little bit of our history: 

Different Personalities Make a Formidable Team  

 This essay pulls heavily on history and themes captured from “In the Light of the 
Word: Divine Word Missionaries of North America” by Ernest 
Brandewie 

 His hands and arms paralyzed and knowing that he was  
approaching death, Father Arnold Janssen slowly dictated his 
thoughts to the trusting assistant at his side.  Riddled with serious 
diabetes, he knew it was the last time he would communicate to 
Father Peil, the man who had built the Society of the Divine Word 
in North America.  His assistant dutifully scratched out the words. 
“I do not want to die… without saying this special goodbye to eve-
rybody there, but especially you… whom I treasure so highly…  
 
 Already in Europe you served the Society well, but you have 
done all the more in America, where you introduced the Society… 
I have never forgotten this and through my prayer have always 

tried to show you my gratitude.  Now here I clearly want to tell you this again.” Janssen and 
Peil formed a formidable team with very different, but complementary personalities.  It is 
difficult to imagine the character, fortitude, and faith required to form and build an  
international mission – or to leave one’s country to introduce, establish, and grow a society 
in a foreign country. Peil left Germany in xyz only x years after Janssens establishment of 
the society at Steyl.  They had to work together across the ocean, separated not only by dis-
tance, but by timely communication, and very different cultures.  But even in that distance, 
they found themselves often alone in the calling to establish a black Apostolate against  
opposition in communities, within the church, and even within the order.    

 Much has been written about Peil and his strong-minded will and abrasiveness. There 
were complaints from within the order about his forceful and decisive manner.  He is  
described in “In Light of the Word” to not have been one to let grass grow under his feet, to 
rarely have a second thought about any ideas that he had, and to have the energy to carry 
them out. And he was directly described in a letter by a peer that “when he decides some-
thing, his nerves go into action and the decision is made with lightning speed as soon as he 
has thought of something, which he then has to modify when he reflects on it.” 

 His actions were often tempered and slowed down by the more deliberative Father 
Janssen. Janssen also thought big – as his vision and sacrifice to start the Divine Word  
Missionaries shows.  But he was also thoughtful and proceeded cautiously. Their styles came  
into contrast in the early days of the effort in North America where Peil, almost from the 
moment he first stepped off the boat in Hoboken, New Jersey in 1897 started to make  
decisions about moving the group to the small, rural town of Milton, Pennsylvania, take over 
the diocesan parish at Milton, and establish an industrial training school on farmland the 
diocese would donate to them. He wrote to Fr. Janssen even describing plans to add an  
orphanage and a hospital and that in time this would lead to founding a seminary, opening a 
college, and establishing a press.    



 You might imagine Peil’s disappointment and frustration when he heard back from 
Janssen that he moved too fast and must slow down. In a short time, he had positioned the 
order to be able to take over a parish, build a school, and have a permanent relationship 
with the local diocese that would enable them to grow in other areas.  But Janssen was  
uncomfortable with a permanent commitment until they understood the United States bet-
ter. He saw a small population with few Catholics in the Milton, PA area.  Janssen was con-
cerned that this commitment to this particular area would restrict the success and growth of 
the mission in America.  

 It's interesting to reflect on the characteristics of the two men here – Peil quickly  
moving to organize and achieve dramatic results in a foreign country, but Janssen contem-
plative, cautious, and strategic about whether those actions served the larger mission of the 
society.  What would have been the history in the US had the initial work been established in 
Milton, PA instead of Chicago.  Would the society have been as successful or found its 
unique and historic calling to serve the Black Apostolate?   

 Chicago was fast growing and among largest and dynamic cities in America at the turn 
of the century.  It was located near the center of the US with rail connection to all parts of 
the vast country to enable travel for missions.  But even the decision to move to Chicago was 
burdened with letters back and forth between Peil and Janssen covering every conceivable 
detail to gain approval.  One issue for example – a map showing a “swamp” – raised  
particular concern with him and required a dozen letters over several months to convince 
him that there was no reason to be concerned about them.     

 This caution did not appear to extend to the decision to form a black Apostolate.  
Janssen first heard about a suggestion for the SVD to take up work with black communities 
from a letter from Father Lambert Welbers who had studied at Steyl for five years before 
leaving to join the Josephite order.  He was also encouraged by Brother Wendolyn who 
seems to have known every-
body and wrote with  
encouragement from others 
including Katherine Drexel, 
founder of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament which 
was founded to work among 
Indians and African  
Americans.       

 In 1904, the  
Archbishop of Chicago  
approached the SVD about 
taking on working with the 
black community at  
Merigold, MS.  The town 
had been founded to be a 
special German community 
in 1895 where the German 
language, culture, and reli-
gion were taught.  



 
 But this time, it was the SVD 
council that had catholic identity would 
be preserved.  Catholic families were  
recruited to settle the land and the  
Bishop of Natchez assigned a German 
priest Fr. Andrew Gmelch to conduct 
Mass twice a month.  The colony failed 
because of flooding, disease, and poor 
quality land. Subsequently, one of the 
investors – David Bremmer who was a 
Chicago businessman bought the  
property and employed 140 black  
families to work the land. He was now 
seeking help from the church to educate the community of people who worked there.  

 Janssen was quick to respond with interest to Peil’s suggestion to take on this  
mission.  The SVD was looking for an area in which to work its mission and because the 
SVD were approached by others, he saw it as a sign of God’s will.  There were also  
questions about whether running a technical school and orphanage were appropriate 
parts of the order’s mission.  And increasingly it was obvious that not everyone in the  
order was cut out to be a teacher and there needed to be more opportunities for the  
society members.  

 Many questions and divided opinions.  Janssen encouraged Peil through the process 
– was this the right place, should you take an exploratory trip of the south, go talk to  
Father Welbers again, how many priests, brothers, sisters should be assigned, and on.  
Peil, of course was on it, but true to his nature, while driving to make Merigold happen, he 
was already thinking about how to expand into the whole Diocese of Natchez before 
they’d even established a mission!  
 
 But Peil drove to get the work done.  He completed tours of the south, answered the 
many questions from the council, gained the approval of the Bishop of Natchez, reached  
agreement with the Missionary Sisters of the Holy Spirit, made arrangements for logistics, 
housing, and assigned Father Aloysisus Heick to be the leader.  Seemingly everything was 
thought of and with ultimate approval of the council and the Bishop of Natchez,  
the mission opened with Mass on July 24, 1905.  
 
 Tragically, as described in our first short essay in this series, the mission at  
Merigold ended after only a few months when Father Heick was run out of town by local 
Klansmen.  The white community intended to maintain a segregated society through laws 
and  violence that denied the rights and votes of black people.  Outnumbered by black 
men and women, the white community feared educational opportunities for black people.  
Janssen was faced with a choice to abandon the mission to the black community all to-
gether or to reopen a new mission somewhere else.  Father Heick was devastated and 
even Father Janssen wrote that “my councilors do not want to have anything more to do 
with the  Negro mission.“ 
 
 



 And it’s here where we can imagine the  
stubborn, tenacious personality of Fr. Peil with his 
full faith in the vision and mission of the society 
comes to stiffen the resolve of Father Janssen.  
Where people of different traits and personalities 
lean on each other in different times of challenge.   
 
 In letters, he pressed to continue the mission 
and restart it at Vicksburg – and again he drove to 
take the appropriate actions and move quickly.  
Janssen initially counseled Peil to be patient, but 
this time Janssen resolved the matter quickly – 
granting permission to establish the mission 
school in Vicksburg only seven months after the 
failure at Merigold.  He wanted the SVD to  
continue this mission and with the stubbornness 
and resolute  actions and support of Peil, he  
decided against those in the order who argued 
against the black Apostolate in the United States.  
 
 The Vicksburg mission was dedicated in 

February of 1906 at a business rented from the  

local black community to establish a church and school.  In June of that year with a  

donation from Katherine Drexel, the SVD purchased property on Jackson and Second 

North Street that was converted into a chapel, convent, school, and rectory.  St. Mary’s 

church was founded and within a year, the school had 52 students.  

 

 With the initial success at St. Mary’s in Vicksburg, the SVD petitioned the Vatican 

and was granted permission to take on a permanent mission to black Americans in 1907.   

As the SVD sent new priests, new mission churches and schools were opened including  

Holy Ghost Parish in Jackson (1908), St. Joseph’s Church in Meridian (1910), Sacred Heart 

Church in Greenville (1913), and St. Bartholomew’s Church in Little Rock, AR (1910).   

 

 By 1920, nearly 1000 students were in these schools across Mississippi and over the 

next 50 years, they would educate thousands of Mississippians.  

 

 These schools provided educational opportunity for black children of Mississippi 

where none existed. The SVD and their partner Sisters of the Holy Spirit built auditoriums 

and programs for the arts in addition to math, science, and vocational classes.   They  

developed standards and courses that challenged public schools and gained them the  

reputation as champions of education for black children.  This was accomplished through 

their blessings of faith, determination, and wisdom to leverage their different personalities 

as complementary strengths where others saw weakness.   


